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PREFACE. 


- Or truth of this H1- | Mi 
2, ſtory enſuing , be-| 
yy fides cireumſtances 
3 of place, perlon, 
| time, occalion, ſo 
exaQly obſerved, 1 refer my ſelf || 
to the relation of thoſe Godly 
men, Whoin ſeveral Languages 
have manifeſted to the world the 
ſeveral paſlages thereof : and 
although I am not 1gnorant, 
that at the firſt they were not 
onely not credited , but alſo' 
diſcredited and flandered , by 
ſuch as found them to be a 


& 
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Blur to the Roman Profeſhon, 
{yet they loſt not their luſtre 
thereby; but being acquitted 
[by many Compurgators of ſe- 
{veral Nations, and ſome of the 
| Romifh Religion, being all of 
them SpeCators of this Trage- 
{dy, it occaſioned not only a fur 


and more frequent confluence, 
|to ſee that which they had for- 
| merly only heard of. This part- 
[ly appeareth out of the fuc- 
ceeding Story: but more fully 


| 
| 
| who was accuſed fo: diſperſing 
[the fame of his Example to 
|the ſtain of Popery; in which 
| Apology to N. Rortar, Suffra- 
[gan of Padxa, is ſhortly and 
[p! nly declared, what was 
a 
| 


{ther manifeftation and confirma- | 
tion of the truth, but alſo a large] 


out of an Apology written by | 
Vergerizxs, Bilhop of Juſtinople,| 


a1 
id, what was done, and who 
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were preſent. If that it be| 
Jemanged, what moved me to | W 
| [compile this Treatiſe of Spira, | Wi 

:ell them, that it ſhould teach | 
21r and reyerence; and indeed |; MW 
.nNo2Ng all thuie that come to 
'ee lim , few or none return 
nfirifen, Vergerizs in his firſt | WW! 
Epiitle faith , I would fain| MW 
2» {ee him again, but I exceed- ſ | 
ingly feer and tremble; and ; MW 
|in his Apology faith, it 1s ſuch; We 
| |a rare example, as I would | 
willingly go to the furtheſt | 
parts of the World to hear or 
ſee the like, The Lady Fane 
to her Fathers Chaplin{that] 
had fallen into Spira's tn ) 
ſaith, Remember the lamenta- 
ble eſtate of Spira. I acknow- 
ledge that there hath been for- 
merly a Book publiſhed in our 
Mother tongue , concerning 
this ſubject 3 but as far as I can 
| a..4 _Jearn | 
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| Hlearn (for Icculd never yet ob- 
taine any of them) it was no- 
{thing ſo large and various as 
this preſent Treatiſe, and as I 
have heard, a tranſlation of 
 [onely one of the Tractates 
[from whence I have gathered; 
this preſent diſcourſe in part. 
Concerning my Care and Fide- 
lity 1n this buſineſs, 1t 1s ſuch, 
as I may truly ſay - with- 
[out changing of colour , that 
[there is not one ſentence 
[of all this Work attributed 
unto the perſon of Spira, 
but it hath its Warrant, et- 
{ther from the_Epiltles of Yer- 


|fors of the Law at Padua, or 
from the diſcourlcs of Herry 
|Scrirger a Scotch Man, Sigiſ- 
ezund Gelons a Tranſuuanian , 
land art. Bocha a Divine of 
oe neither have I taken any 


tecrins and Gribanuldus , Profel- | 


The Pre ace. 


other libertie then as a. relation 
|'to weave the foreſaid Dil- 
courſes one within another, fo 
35 thoſe which under ſeveral 


ſeveral, are now by my. 
deavours reduced into one 1n- 


caſion , as punCtually as could 
be aimed at, by the circum- 
[ſtances noted in the Writings 
of thoſe holy and learned men 


before named, | 


[ 
! 


| 


Writers were before co—_— E | 


tire Hiſtorie , connexed by | W 
due ſucceſhion of time and oc-|i 


TO 
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TO THE 
AUTHOR and READER 
| OF THIS 


HISTORY. 


Ome ſcattered parcels of this Story lay 
In Foreign Papers 3 which hadſl not found a 
(wa 


Thus to colleR, had _ Ct 


Reader, wouldft ſce how ſinning againſt the| 
(lig 

will quench, and leave the foal in a (:d night 

Of diſcontent. Cone hither Reader then, look, 

(here, | 

And learn light-quenching fins to fear, 


Reader, wouldſt ſee the comiort-breathing 
(Spiric | 
To grieve, what curſlefs griefit doth demerit? |; 
Come hither then, loos here. 


Here ſce a ſoul that's all deſpair; a man - 
All Hell; a Spirit all wound : who can | 


A wounded ſpirit bear 2 . 
Reader 
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| Reader would'lit ſee (what may'ſt thou never 
Et.  fecl) 

| Deſpaire, Racks, Torments, whips of burning 
{ice} ? 


Come then, look here, 


| Peiold this man, this furnace, in whoſe heart 

Sin hath created Hells : Oh, in cach part 
What flames appear! 

Bis thoughts all tings, words fwords, brim- 

None his breath, 

His ſight flames, wiſhes curſes, life a death : 

A thouſand deaths live in hin, he not dead, 

A. breathing courſe in living; ſcalding lead : 

And yet he lives our Monument, to tcll 

| How black ate quenched lights ; 

| Quencht joys are doudle frights, 

Black dayes are double nights 5 

Heaven tufted, loſt, a double Hcll. 
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Ihave cail'd thee Reader, pray ſo be, 
. Read this, that others read not thee. 
py Legs Hiſtorian 
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'- Xtraordinary Examples| Wl 
f Divine Juſtice, GO D |. 


| 
| never intended for a 
nine dayes wonder ; elfe would 
he, when he exemplified Lots 
' Wife, have turned her into a 
Statue of melting Snow, not | MW 
of laſting Salt 5 which ſtood, f 
as Joſephus tells us, till his Age, ' 
after the Deſtruction of Fera- 
ſalem, and as ſome Travellers 
report, ti at this day, «t quod- 
dam hominibus preſtaret condi- 
mentum, quo ſapiant unde illad 
caveatur exemplum + Ang. de 
Civit. Dei, lib. 16. cap. 30. for 
a ſeaſon againſt corruption, a 
preſervative againſt Apoitacy, | 
This Tragedy, when freih and} 
new, was the converſion and” 
confirmation of ſundry Wor- 
thies.; 


— > >= l 


tor thereof, forſaking a rich 
{Biſhoprick of Juſtinopolis, and 
[tents of Antichriſt, went to Baft/, 
and dyed a worthy proteſtant: 
many Nations had Eye wit- 
[neſſles of their own Students 
[then in the Univerſity of Padua, 


[revived our Engliſh ones 
were very defective , and now 
worn vut of ſhops and: hands; 
ſundry Manuſcripts of this 
abroad , impertect 3 which 
moved me to compare this la» 
bour of a worthy Gentleman 
( who faithfully tranſleted it 
out of Italian,fFrench,and Dutch 
Letters) with the Latize of 
Celins Secundus, Curis., Matthe- 
s Gribauldus, profeſlors of the 
vill Law in Padua : Sigiſ- 
mornd. Gelons a T ranſyluanian, 


thies Pergerins, a dayly ſpeCta- 


who penned the ſtory , the| ' 
| Copies whereof are frequently} 


Henricus 


i 


| | Hemricus Scotws, all daily Viſi- 
tors of Spira, and find it. accord 
| [with them. Touching Spira's 
perſon, I find moſt learned Wri- 
ters do incline to the right and 
hopeful hand 3 moved. by his 
ſweet, humble, and charitable 
ſpeeches; ſome few deſperate 
ones excepted, that fell from 
him in ſome little agonies, which] W 
kept him faſting aad watching | W 
about ſix moneths ſpace, eating | 
nething but what was forced| iþ 
dovrn his throat. The ſumm of] 
Calvins and Borrh4« their coun- 
| {els is, (who write largely of the 
uſe of this pattern) thart all learn. 
to take: heed of backſliding, 
Which Gods ſoul abhors, and not 
to dally with Conſcience, an 
Hell on Farth, if juſtly incenſed; 
nore t o be feared than the Spa- 
'[pifh Inquiſition, or all the Strap- 
/wdoes & torinen ts in the wor 
| an 
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and to take heed of Spira's 
principal Errors , which were, 
to diſpute with Satan over- 
buſily in time of weaknefſle, 
eſpecially to realon , and Fon 
clude from pretent ſenſe , 

Gods paſt Reprobation, and " 
ture Damnation : both which 1s 


derermine in his own, much 
more in others caſes. So com- 


J mending thee to his grace, who 


is able to eſtabliſh thee to the 
end, I bid thee farewell, and 
hope well, while the ſpace of 
Grace laſteth : Daum Spiras. 


| | ſpera; ſo mayelt thou take good. 


and no hurt, by the reading of 


this terrible Example. 


oh 
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hard, if poſſible, for any man to 
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A 
RELATION 


of the Fearfull 
Eſtate of 


F r7ess Spar. 


WR Sa 


Iz 
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when the Glorious 
Son of the Goſpel 
was but newly rt- 


Territory , and under the 


Venice, being the very border 


N the Year, 1548.| 


| ſen in Europe, 1n|W 
[the dayes of the Reign of Ed- 
; \ward, the Sixth of that Name, 
King of ENG LAND, 1n the]. 


| 
| 


Juriſdiction of the City of| 


of 1taly, in the town of Citta- 
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| de//a, lived one Francis Spira, 
a CivilſLawyer, an Advocate of 
great rank and eſteem , be- 
ing of known learning and elo- 


4 quence, of great experience, 


'of carriage circumſpet and 
ſevere, his ſpeech grave and 
compoſed , his countenance! 
ſharp and auſtere, every way 


unto he was advanced, endow- 
ed with outward bleſings of 
Wife and eleven children, and 
wealth in abundance. What 
his worſt parts were, I haveno 
other warrant than- his own 
words, which { if not tainted 
overmuch with the bitterneſs 


—_— 


[of a deſperate mind, and bear- 
Jing a countenance rather of 


paſſion than of ſober confeſh- 
on) may ſeem to add a period 
'to all further: commendati- 


| | ONS, 


| 


[2 A relation of the fearful || 


befitting that authoricy where-| | 


cordingly applied my ſelf to 
get by injuſtice, corrunting Ju- 
ice by deceit, inventing trick: 
to delude jujticez good cauſes 


ſold them to the adverſary per 
fidiouſly 3, ill cauſes I maintain:a 
Iwith all my might; I witting- 


and the truſi committed unto 


| perted. Thus having wora 
out fourty four years, or 
|thereabouts, and the news 


coming into th::ſe parts, re- 
[preſented an obj. of novelty 
unto him 3 who being as de- 
ftrous to know, as he was fa- 
[mous for knowledge , ſuffered 


| 


ly oppoſed thy known waths| 


l \re, 1 either betirazged or per-| 


eftate of Francis Spira. 3 . 


7 was (ſaith he) exceyrve-| 
ly covetows of money, and ac-| 


I either defended deceitfuily, or| 


of the new, or rather newly| 
revived Opinions uf Lather| 


|not thefe wandring opintons to. 
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paſs unexamined 3 but ſearch- 
ing into the Scriptures, and in- 
to all Bookes of Controverſie 
that he could gt, both old and 
[new, and finding more then 
| | fame or opinion , he began to 
{taſte their nature ſo well, as he 
entertaines, loves, and ownes 
them at length; and with ſuch 
Zeal, as he became a profeſlor, 
yea a teacher of them, firſt to 
his Wife, Chilcren, and Faml- 
fly, and after to his Friends, 
and familiar acquaintance, and 
in compariſon, ſeem'd to neg- 
led all other Aﬀeiires 5 intend- 
Ing ever to preſſe this maine 
point, that Ie maſt wholly, and 
ovely depend on the free and un 
changeable love of GOD in the 
death of Chriſt, as tbe onely fare 
way to ſalvation : and this was 
the ſumme of all his diſcourſe, 
and this continued for the ſpace 


yy 


eſtate of Francis Spira, 5}. 


of ſix yeares, or thereabouts , 
even ſo long as this fire could 
|[keepe it fſeIte within private 
|walls 5 but at length, it brake | 
forth into publick meetings , 
'fſo as the whole Province of 
| 'padua dawned by the luſtre 
thereof, The Clergy finding 
'the trade of their pardons to! 
decay, and their Purgatory to. 
wax cold, began to beſtirre| 
themſelvesz3 gloling their aCti- 
ons, firit, with calumnious 
aſperfions upon the whole 
profeſſion; then more plainly 
ſtriking at Spira with grievous 
accuſation, And to effect their 
(purpoſe, ſome promiſe labour, 
others favour, ſume advice, on 
thers maintenance3 all joyne to 
divide, Either his ſoul from his 
body, or both from God. | 

Now was John Caſa, the 
Popes Legate , refident at Ye-| 


pm_—_—__— __—_——__ re 
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ce, being by birth a Floren- 
tine, and one that wanted nei- 
ther malice againſt thoſe of 
{this way, nor craftineſs to 
eff«& bis malicicus purpoſes ; 
to him theſe men repair with 
out cries againſt Spire , that 
he was the man that condem- 
ned the received rights of the 
Church, deluded the - Eccle- 
| flaſtical power,. and ſcanda- 
ized the policy thereof; one 
of ro mean ranck, being a 
| man of account and authority, 
and thereunto learned in the 
Scriptures, elegant in ſpeech, 
and it one word a dangerous 
Lutheran, having alſo many| | |* 


— 


Litciples, and therefore not to 

be deſolied. © 6 
| Atthis began the Legate to|| |Þ 
| caſt his eye onthe terrible al-| | |< 
teration that lately had hap-| | |* 
[ned in Germany 3 where, by the| | |? 


"0 


-. eſtate of Francis Spira, 


means of une only Luther, the 
Romiſh Religion had ſuffered 
ſuch ablow, as th.t it could 


neither be cured by diſlimulas- | 


tion, nor defended by power 3 
but the Clergy muſt either 
mend their manners, or loſe 
their dignities, On the other 
fide, when he ſaw how pro- 
|penſe the common people, in- 
habiting in the bordering 
Country of Italy, were to 
entertain thoſe new opinions, 
now thought it no time to 

diſpute or perſwade, but with 
[ſpeed repares to the Serate, and 
|procures authority from them 
to ſend to Spira. 

Spira by this time had con- 
ſidered with himſelf of the 
nature of his courage, how 
evident and notorious it was, 


and therefore ſubject to be en-|, 


— —— _— 


vied by ſuch, as neither liked | 


* 
— 0 . _— 


his Perſon nor Religion 3 he 
perceived that his Opinions 
| were neither retired, nor ſpe- 
culative, but ſuch as aimed at 
the overthrow of the Romiſh 
Faction, and a change of po- 
licy 3 and that his Enemies 
wanted neither power nor oc- 
caſion, to call him to an account 
in publick, when he muſt ei- 
ther Apoſtatize, and ſhameful- 
ly give his former life, yea, his 
own conſcience, the lye, or en- 
dure the utmoſt malice of his 


his Wife, Children, Friends, 
Goods, Authority , yea, his 
|[Deare Country, and betake 
himſelf to a forraign people, 
[there to endure a thouſand 


| wait upon a voluntary exile. . 


_ | i 
| Being] 11% 
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deadly Enemies 3 or forſake| 4 


miſeries, that do continually| Þ4, 
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Spiric ang fele 4 cyimand V | 
|began'to' dif cotirfe withe Lo © ON 
iHirth matiner,>”: CIT = 

| why waridreft thou hu##n ap 

Veieties mnhappy man's caft a 
[fear, pron thy Toield, the ſhield of 
faith": Where i thy wonted connle8i 
 \rage;thy-goodneſs, thy ener 7 # | | 
remember;,t hat Chriſts $Ho7 Hine j 
1 arthe ſtake: : ſuffer thou witheut | 
| fear,ch- hewill defend thee, hew# 4 fe : 
rel thee what thou ſhalt anſwersh 4 f 
tan beat dawn all danger, ow ng " 4 
|thee ont of Priſon,vaiſe thee frons| 

. tbe dead: confidgr Peter # a du 
ron; the Martyrs inthe Fire; p”: | 
[io mak ſt a good ton fon, gd "9" 
| [Mai waiſt indeed go 10'prijon,ordeath;} - 


T4 : 7; _4 S 


——— 


| Emains hy” = 5 what FC. 
pin: this world:cottparable 10 -Bt m 
- ral iogpebying hap ine; 


-F If-£8 9h -doft-oth erwiſe, -t "FOrmk 'F 
1 KY ſeandal ; Croke! op idk 


by example, thinking what 
Waonc is:well dons) —Yo thelefs|. 
bf'of peace: and joy, fear bel, deat {t 


ernal wrath: or if the fl 
[he ſo firong,- as to cauſe thety 


| doubt of the iſſue, fly thy Conntn « Is is 


7 


get thee away, Honghewntl ow 
Tfar, rather. then —_—_ the _ ti; , 
$ we, 


[£08 
: Now was 5yrira in reaſona ello 


; ble quiet,, being reſolved. 


{yield -to theſe weighty. rgar | [af 
+4 0ns. Yet holding it -wiſdaml ; fot b 
{$50 examine. all. things, he col{{-[avg 


Its alſo with fleſh and blood |5e | 


Wo the batte] doth reneWy| |hfe 
.jand the fleſh begins in - thif}j## 
| PRIANUET. 5, Be well adviſed, fomn(l þGo 
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= of Francis Spira . nf 4 


s, and then Judge : how canſt} | 
:thas overideer thine own} | 
Gebemey, as thou neither” ve-: 
deft the examples of thy Proge- 
1 Y fevers, nor the Tudgement of 
1} hs whole Church? doſt thou not. 
| jawflder , what wiſery.thir thy 
veſs will bring theeunto? thou1Þ h 

1 [bale loſe all thy ſubſtance, gotten [I 
I with ſo great care and travell, | {| 
1 foals nndergo the moſt ex-| i 
wiſe torments that malice it | 
fol can deviſe, thon ſhalt bee] F 
| | counted an Heretich of all;'and} | 
11! cloſe up all, thou ſhalt de] Þ 
Was efully. What thinkeſt thou 
b:the loathſome ſtinking dun- 
Jncon, the bloody axe, the burn-4 
1 Wh fagot ? robes ul ep [ 


1 | be wiſe at length , and keep thy 

i.1- | 
Sfe and bozqur ; thew mayeſt live 

tn do wnch good to good men, as] 

js d commands thee 3 thou mayzeſt| Yi 
foe ar orgameet to thy Countrey, ® 


— 
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- FI _ caſe the Countries bh, 
|wanld be of ſmall eſteers, with 
j [49 wilt thou bring thy frieuds 
7 al/o.into danger? thou, haſt be- 
[gotten children,wilt thou now.cut 


| bring honour to their. Country, 
T glory fo Ged, help and ferthe: 


| Legat, weak, man; freely confeſs 
4 4by fault, and help all theſe miſe: 
—[3zes. _ Thus did the cares of! 
{this World, and the deceitful-; 
[neſs of Riches » Cchoak the 
{good Seed that was formerly 
{ſown : ſo as fearing , hee 

{{ faints., and yields unto the. al 

{lurements of this reſent 
| World ; and being thus blinded 
{he goes to the Legat at Venice, 


| their "throats, and inhumanth|' 
al butcher _therr, who may in time] | | 


Flrance' to his Church: ? 20 to the 


i 


: and ſalutes him” with thi 
{s nEWS- 
| _ Having for theſe 


diveri|| 
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eſtate of Francis 8 
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lcerning ſome Articles of faith. 


received judement of the 
| [Church, and uttered many things | 
| {#g4inſt the authority of th: 
\ [Eharch of Rome, 
univerſal Biſhop, I humbly ac 


4.55” Se Lara fs ns. 


wW 


| bly beg pardon for ſo great an of- 
fence. + 
| = faint ; 


futmoſt-3 


PO ne nn cn 


plra. 1 y | 


[years entertained an opinion con” | 


The Legat perceiving Spiral. 
"he. purſues-him tothe). 
- he caufes -a'-recita-| W 
[tion of all his: Errours to-be| 
{| [drawn in Writing , together} 


4 
<_—_ _ vt ZHOQCers T- 


{contrary to the Orthodox and} Vii 


and the | ; 


(knowledge my fault and errour, | Wi 
| hand-7y folly in miſleading others, if 
1T-therefore Jield my ſelf in al\* 7 
obedience, to the8upream Biſhop} it 
| i#to the boſome of the-Church of} it 
[Rome, mever to depart again 

| from the Traditions and ' Decree br, j 
Tof ithe holy Sexy 1 am beartily\ ff 
| forry for what is paſt, aud I hiths-| Þ 


f 
_ 


toic. And commands Spira to 
Fubſcribe his name there, 
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|< worſt,and to be freed from fear 


| [the Legat, were 1mplous, and 


lone) that thoſe Opinious for 
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* the wicked ſhall riſe to their 
judgment , but they ſhall no! 
ſtand in judgment,(Pſal. 1.)this 
\©T tremble to think of, yet do] 
© deftire nothing more, than that! 


* where [ may be ſure to fce] the 


* of worſe to come. 
I, but you are toconſider(ſaid 


which you were accufed befor: | 
therefore you are not to taluk 


you denied Chriſt, but rati.er 
that you confeſled him, ac- 


* deny them, 
| Go to (ſaid others) now 


knowledging theinfallible ruth} 
of the Catholick Church. © Tru- | 
ly (fatd he ) when Idid deny] 
thoſe Opinions, I did thiok| 
*them to be true, and yet TI did} 


YN. a &  « a © 


=—_ 5 


then} || 


ans 
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then believe that they are true. | |} | 
«Now I cannot ( ſaid he ) God 
© will not ſuffer me to believe 
* them, nor truſt in his mercy 3 
* what would you have me to 
*do? I would fain attain to this 
*power, but cannot, though 1 
* (hould preſently be burnt for 
Fit. But why do you, ſaid the 
other, eſteem this ſo grievous a 
fin, whenas the learned Legat 
conſtrained you to it 3 which 
he ſurely would not have done, 
[if your former Opintons had 
aot been erroneous ; No, good 
Francis, the Devil beſets thee, 
let not therefore the grievoul- 
neſs of thy fin (1f any ſuch 
be) amazeth=-s, © You ſay right 
(replyed he) the Devil hath 
poiſeſt me, and God hath left 
me to his Power; for I find 
-j[ can neither believe the Gol- 
pel, nor truſt in Goc's mercy. 
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to. perpetual puniſhment with- 
.1* out any hope of pardon. Its true 
*that the greatneſs of {1n,nor the 
| |* multitude of them , bind not 
| |* Gods mercy 3 all thoſe fins that 
| |*1n the former part of my lite 1 
* have committed, then did not 
© \o much trouble me, for I truſt- 
© ed God would not lay them to 
* my charge: now having fin'd a- 
© gwinſt the holy Ghoſt,God hath 
*taken away from me all power 
© of repentance, & brings all my 
(ins to remembrance;and guilty 
© of one,guilty of all. And there- 
*©foreits no matter whether my 
1* [ins be great or ſmal,few or ma- 
i*ny:they be ſuchas Chriſts blood 
_ }* nor Gods mercy belongs to me. 

* God will have mercy on whom 
* he will have mercy 3 and 


whom | P! 


© T have ſinned againſt the holy | 
: : Ghoſt,and God by his 1muta- 
| |* ble decree hath bound meover| . 


Al 
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* whom he: will he hardneth 37 || 
* this is it+ that gnaws my heart; |} | 
* he hath hardned me; and 1| | 
<find that he dayly more and 
* more doth harden me, and: | 
*©therefore I am out of hope; I | | 
(feel it, therefore cannot but | | 
* deſpair. I tell you,there was nes» | | 
© ver ſuch a Monſter as I am, ne-j | 
* ver was any man alive a ipecta-; | 
* ele of exceeding miſery.I knew { |} 
{that juſtification 1s to be expe-| |þ 
 Cted by Chriſt,and I denied and | 
i abjured it, to the end I might | | 
' keep this frail life from adver-\ 
* tity, and -my children from po-| | 
*'verty: and now behold how | 
* bitter this life is to me,and-Ged | 

* only knows what ſhall become | # 
* of this my Family; but fureno| |} 
© p00d is like!y to betide it, but} || 
* worſe and worſe, and fuch al} 

|*ruine at length, as one ſtone} 
* ſhall not be-leftupon another. 
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| {Bur why ſhould you (ſaid Gris: 
 fhauldus) conceit fo deeply of 
your (in, fecing you cannot but: 
know, that many have denied 
| Chriſt , yet never fell into de! 
| (pair: > © Well (ſaid he) I can ee; 
'|*no ground of comfort for) 
* ſuch , neither can I warrant 
| |*them from Gods revenging 
| [© band in wrath, though it plea- 
| | ſeth God yet to ſuffer ſuch to 

| © be in peace : and beſides, there 
©will a time of danger come,and 
"then they ſhall be throughly 
"tried; and if it were not o, yet: 


| * God 1s juſt in making me an 


- example to otherszand [| cannot 
juſtly complain; there is no 


' puniſhment ſo gr-at, but I have]. 


* deſerved it, for this ſo heinous 
« offence. I aflure you It 1s no 
- (mal! matter to deny Chriit,anc. 
*yet it 15 more ordinary thar 


_ ps A Ms Re... 


© commonly men do conceive of; 
6 - * 
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it isnot a denial made before a 
* Magiſtrate, as it is with me for 
* as often as a Chriſtian doth dif: 

* ſemble the known truth; as of- 

* ten as he approves of falſe wor- | |} 
* \hip,by preſenting himie!fat itz| | 

* ſo often as he hath not things | | 
* worthy of his calling, or doth | | 
* (nch things as are unworthy of! | , 
* his calling, fo often he a= 
* Chriſtzthus did L,and therefo1 
'am juſtly puniſhed for It. Yout ri. 
Eſtate ' quoth Gribauldas)) 1s not |} 
fo {travge as you make it. Job! || 
was ſo far gone, that he com-| | 
plained God had ſet him as a : 
mark againſt hims and Davzd| 


that was a man after Gods own | |} 
heart, complained often that | ll 
God had forſiken a!m, and wasl'Þ il 
become his Enemy, yet both]; ] 
received comfort again. Com- |: : 
fort your ſelf therefore, God} [| 

will' come at lengthy, chough| | | 


ke now ſeem farre off. 
O Brother ( anſwered Spaira ) 


lieve and tremble ; but David 
was ever EleFed, and denrly be- 
lovedof God: and thongh he fel), 
yet God took not utterly away 
his holy Spirit , and therefore 
was heard when he prayed, Lord 
rake not thy holy Spirit from 
me : but I am in another caſe. 
being ever accarſed from the pre- 
ſence if God: neither can I pray 
as he did, becauſe his boly Spirit 
is quite gone, and cannot bere- 
called and therefore I know I 
ſhall live in continuall hardneſſe 


feel but thelea$t ſenſe of the love 
of God to me, though but for one 
rt moment, asl now feel his 
[heavy wrath that burns like the 
torments of hell within me, and 
afflid's my conſcience with pangs 
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ſo long as Tlive, Oh that 1 might| 


T believe all this, the Devils be-\ | 


4.2 
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Ab— 


#5 Hell it Self. 


- {verily believe, Spira, that God 
having ſo ſeverely chaſtiſed you 
in this life, correteth you 1n 

mercy here, that he may ſpare 


to COME, 


know that Tam a Reprobate , be- 


neſs of heart :. 0 that my body\\| 


had ſuffered af my life long, ſo 
that he would be pleaſed to re- 
leaſe my Joul, and eaſe my conſci 


ence, this burdnedconſcience. 


eaſe his mind from the conti- 
nual . meditation of his fins, 


unutterable: verily Deſparation | 


Here Gribanldus ſaid, I do| || 


you hereafter, and that he hatir| | 
mercy ſealed up for you in time | | 


Nay (ſaid Spira) hence do 1 } 


cauſe he affliFeth mewith bard-| i 


ne | 


J 

oy 

. "2 
. 
Ld 


Gribauldas being deſirous to |} 


as alſo to ſound how for the i? 
preſent- he ſtood affected to the I 
Romiſh Church, asked bim|i 
hy C5. what'f 
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what he thought became of the 
ſouls of men ſo ſoonas they de- 
parted out of the body;to which 
[he anſwered: 

_ © Although this benot ſo fully 
© revealedin Scripture, yet I ve- 
*Erilybelteve that the fouls of the 
*EleCt go preſently to the King. 
* dom of glory,and not that they 
ſleep with the body, as ſome do 
{imagine : - 


Very well ſaid one of the Spe- 


then tay (1 $ar.5.9.) that God 
brings down to Hell, and raiſeth | 
up, ſceing ic cannot be meant 


| death, which as thou failſt ei- 
ther goeth to Heaven without 
change, or to Hell without Re- 
demption 3 It muſt be under- 
ſtood of the Eftate of the ſoul 


of the citate of the ſou] after 


» | 
Ctators, WiHy G0 the Scriptures 


in this life , like that wherein 
thou ert at this preſent : and 
|  often- 


mm 
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oftentimes we ſee that God 
[uffers men to fall into the 
[jaws of deſpair, and yet rat- 
feth them up again z and tnere-; | 
fore defpair not, but hopez 1t} | 
{hall be even thus with thee 1n 
his good time, 

| This is the work (quoth Spi- 
'ra this thelibours; for Ttell you 
when T1 at Venice did fir(t adjare 
my profeſſuon, and ſo, as it were,| || 
drew an Indenture, the Spirit of |} 
' Cod often admoniſhed mes; and[} 
when at Cittadelia 1 did as 71} 
were ſet to my {cal, the ſpirit | | 
of God oftcn ſuggeſted to me, do}! 
| 2 þ 
not writ? Spira, du not ſeal: yt |} 
Treſijt:d th: holy Ghoſt, ana did|| 
both + and al that very preſent I|} 
did evidently feel a wound in: | 
flifed in my very will: ſo al-\} 
though I can ſay, I would believe. ||| 


yet can T not ſay Twill believe 


God h:1h denicd me the power of | 


bl 


P 
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will, and it' befalls me in this 
I-73; miſerable 6 State, as with one 
that is ſaſt ia Irons. and his. 
frienas coming to ſee him , do 
pity his Eſtate, and do per/wade 
| bim to ſhake off his fetrers, and 
| 10 come out of his bonds, which 
God knows he would fſuin do, 
but canu6t 5 this is my Urry caſe, 
J0u perſwade me to believe, how 
t fain would IT doit, bit cannot 8 
1O now T cannot, Þ hen violent- 
ily graſping his hands toge- | 
ther, and raiſing himſelf. up.,; 
| Behold . ( ſaid he) 1 am. ſtrong, 
! yet by little and little I decay and 
| 80nſume, and my [crvants would 
| fa7r preſerve i his wear y life, 
but at length the will of God muſt 
be done, and ] ſhall periſh, miſe- 
rably, as, T deſerve: Rejoyce ye 
 Righteows inthe Lord, bleſſed are 
| JOH whoſe. hearts the Lord bath, 
| »ollified, 

| Then| 


—_— Ne 
— — —— 


Then after ſome pauſe? rs 
wonderful , I earneſtly deſire to| | | 
pray to God with my heart, yet I| || 
cannot; | ſee my damnation,and[T| | 
know my remedy is. only in Chriſt, 
yet I cannot ſet my ſelf” to take 
hold on it: ſuch are the puniſh- 
ments of the damned; they con- 
feſs what I confeſs, they repent | | 
of their loſs of Heaven, they can-| |! 
not mend their ways. \ | 


As - he-was thus ſpeaking, he # 
obſerved divers Flies that came| | 
about him, and ſome lighted on | |}! 
him ; © Behold, ſaid he, now al-| j 
* ſo*Bel[zeebub comes to his Ban- 
© quet 3 you {hall ſhortly fee. my | ||! 
end, and 1n.mean example: to ||| 
* many, of the Juſtice and Judg- [| 

ment of God. | 


' About this time came in ||| 
two, Biſhops, Wzh divets|| 
Ct -Scho-jff 
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[Schotars of the Univerſity . , one | 


of them being Pauls Vergerins,' | 


having obſerved Spzra more. 


then any other, being conti-! 


nually converſant with him, told 
him his Eſtate was ſuch as rather 
ſtood 1n need of Prayer than 
Advice; and therefore delired' 
him to pray with him in the 
Lords Prayer : Spiraconſented, 
and he began 3 

Our Father which art in Hea- 


ver | then breiking forth into| 
tears he [topped 3 but they ſaid, | 


[Its well, your griet is a good 
fign. I bewail (faid he) my mi- 


ſery,for I perceive I am forſaken 
{of God, and cannot call to him 
from my heart, asI was wont tc 
[do : Yet let usgo on ſaid Yer- 
I Ger125. 

Thy Kingdom come| O Lord 
foid. Spira) bring me alſo jr tO 
this Kingdom; I beſcech tliee 
ſhut | 


——__——_—_— - 
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ſhut me not out. Then coming 
to thoſe words [ Give #s this day 
our dayly bread | he added, ©O 
|* Lord I have encugh, and abun- 
dance to feed this carcaſs of 
mine; but thcre1s another bread 
[ humbly beg, the bread of thy 


im but a dead man. 
Lead ws not into temptation] 


Grace, wittout which I know I| 


* Seeing Lord. thit Tam orought 
© into temptatiun, help me Lord, 
that I may eſcape 3 the enemy 
hath overcome help me, I be- 
leech thee to overcame this 
cruc] Tyrant. 

Theſe things he ſpake with a 
mournful voice, the tears trick- 
ling down abundantiyz and ex« 


CT ee 


preſſing ſuch affections and paſ-{ 
{ion , as turned the bowels of|| 
thoſe there preſent with grief|} 
and compunction; they then|} 


You |} 


turning to Spira, faid, 


know |} 


” ——————___.l. A... Mc. - 
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know that none can call Chr; 
Jeſws the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghoſt: you mult therefore think 
of your ſelf, according to that 
ſoft affeftion, which you expreſs 
in your prayers, inferring there- 
by that God hath not wholly 
caſt you off, or bereaved you of 
| his Spirit utterly. 


call on him to my eternal dam- 
nation; for I te]l. you again, it is 
[fa new and unheard of exam- 
|| ple, . that you find In me. It 
| _ ({aid they) had but out- 


he might have done, he might 


« I perceive ſaid Spira, that T| 


ved his days, which by nature| 


have repented, and- Chriſt 
would have received : him to 
mercy; and yet he ſ{inned moſt 
grievoully againſt his Maſter, 
which did ſo eſteem. of him, as 
to honour him with the dignity 
of an Apoſtle, and did maintain 


and | 


—_ — —— — 
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and feed him He anſwered. 
Chriſt did alſo feed and ho- 
nour me, neither yet is my] 
fault one jot leſs then that of! 
his, becauſeit 1s no more ho 
nour to be perſonally preſent 
with Chriſt in the fleſh, than 
to be in his preſence now b) 
1lumination of his holy 


ever Judas could have repen- 
ted how long ſoever he had 
lived; for grace was quite ta- 
ken from him, 
me. 

O $pir., ſaid they, you know 
you are 1n afſpi:itual deſertion; 
you muſt theretore nut believe 
what Satan fnggeſts, he was 
ever a Lier trom tie beginning, 
and a meer Impoſtor, and will 
caſt a thouſand lying fanctes 
Into your mind, to beguile you 


AQcC 
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withalz you muſt rather be-| |} 


Sp1-! 
rit; and beſides, I deny that| 


it 15 now from| 


ieve. | 
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lieve thoſe whom you judge to 
be 1n a good eſtate, and more 
able to diſcern of you than your 
ſelf : believe us, and we tell you 


that God will be merciful unto} 
| [you. 


* Ohere 1s the knot (ſaid Spi- 


r4a)1 wouldI could believe, but 


I cannot. 


Then he began to reckon up 


w hat fearful dreams and viſions 
he was continually troubled 
withal : that he ſaw the Devils 


| [come flocking into the Cham- 
| |ber, and about his Bed, territy- 
ing him with ſtrange noiſes 3 


taat theie were not fanſies, but 
that he ſaw them as really, as 
tie ſtanders by 2 and that be- 
{1des theſe outward terrors , he 
te!t continually a racking tor- 
ture of ' his mind , and a cont1- 
nual butchcry of his Conlſct- 


ence, being the very proper ' 


JC I _ 


| 


[1 


||! 


Hell. 
| Caſt away theſe fanſies (ſaid 


pangs of the damned wights 1n 


Gribauldgs ) theſe are but 1! 
luftons : humble your ſelf in 
the preſence of God, and praiſe 
him. © The dead praiſe not 
* the Lord (anſwered he) nor 
*they that go down into the 
* pit. We that are drowned in 
* deſpair are dead , and already 
* gone down into the pit; what 


© Hell can there be worſe than 


* Deſparation, or what greater 
'* puniſhment 2 The gnawing 
*Worm, Unquenchable Fire, 
* Horror, Confuſion, and (which 
*1s worſethanall) Deſparation 


* eſtate worſe, than it my ſoul 
* ſeparated from my body were 


'|* with Tadas, and the reſt of the| | 
damned; and therefore, now | |;| 


- 


o 
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| *1t telf continually tortures me, | | 
'*and now I count my prefent 


| 
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« delire rather to be there, than 
*thus to livein the body. 


I will viſit their tranſgreſſuons 
with rods, and their iniquity 
with. ſtripes nevertheleſs my 


terly take from them, nor ſuffer 
my faithfulneſs to fail. Mark 
this, O Spira, My Covenant | 
Will not break. 

< Theſe promiſes (ſaid Spirs) 
belong onely to the Elect, 
which if tempted, may fall 1n- 
to lin , but are 2gain lifted up 
and recovered out: as the 


he ſhall not be utterly caſt 
down, for the Lord uphold- 
eth him, therefore Peter could 
riſe, for he was elected ;. but 


One being preſent repeated | , 
| c-rtain words out of the Pſalms; 
| If thy Children forſake my Law 


| end walk not in my judgments; 


loving kindneſs I will not ut- | 


Prophet ſaith, though he fallſ | 


the 


1 


Es 
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(T8 Reprobate when they fall, 
cannot riſe again, as appears in 
 Cain,Saul,and Judas 3 God deals| 
| one way with the Ele, and a- 
'nother with Reprobates. 

The next day he prayed with 
themin the Latine Tongue, and 
that with excellent aftefion, as 
outwardly appeared. Bleſled be; 
God, ſaid Yergerixs, theſe are 
no ſigns of eternal reprobation ; 
yuu muſt not, O Spzra, ſeek out 
the ſecret Counſels of Gods E 
lection and Reprobation; fornc 
man can know, ſo long as he 
lives, whether by his good or 
bad deeds, he be worthy of 
( Gods love or anger : do you not 
know that the Prophet David 
complained, that God had caſt 


[off his ſou]. 


1 know all this, quoth Spira, 1 
know the mercies of God are inf! 


|nite, and do ſurpaſs the fins of the| || 
| | "IN whole ij 
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| 
whole wovia.and that they are ef- | 
feFnal io al! that belizve,but this 
faith, and this hope is the gift of 
God : O that he would give it mel 


| 


but it 15 as impoſſuble as to drink, 
np the Sea at a dranght : as for 
that of Solomon, if he had ever 
taſted that which T feel by wofull 
experience, he would never have 
ſpoken as he did;but the truth is, 


never had mortall man ſuch an 


evident experience of Gods an- 
ger and hatred againſt him, as 1 
| have. Ton that are in good 
eſtate,think repentance and faith 
| to be work of great facility: and 
thereſcre you think it an eadſie 
matter to perſwade a man to be- 
lieves the whole need not the Phy- 
ſrerarand he that is well can ſoon 
give counſel to ſuch as areill:but 
this is the hell to we, my heart is 
hardned, 1 cannot believe 5 many 
are called. bai few are choſrn. 


—_— 


Upon what ground C faid 
they) do you conceive ſo 1ll an 
| opinion of your elf. 


'* my Father, not only by Crea- 
*tion, but by Regeneration; T1 
'* knew him by his beloved Son, 
'*the Author and Finiſher of our 
* Salvation Icould pray to bim, 
*and hope for pardon of ſins from 
* him; I had ataſte of his ſweet- 


"neſs, peace, and comfort 5 now 
\*contiarily, I know God,not as 
. |*a Father, but as an Enzmy3 
|* what more? my heart hates 
God, and ſecks to get above 


him, I have ncthing eiſe to fly 
| {* to but terror anc deſpair. 

|| Belike you think then ( ſaid 
they) that thoſe who have the 
\carneſt and ſirſt-fruits of God's 
[Spirit , may notwithſtanding 
fall away. 

The judgments of God are a 
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| ©] oncedid know God to be| | 


i 


|. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| at theleat by hope. 


truth, though it may be nut {o 
throughly ; I know not what to; 


ſay, but that I am one of that 


ned to tearin pieces. 

Say not ſo, anſwered they, for 
God may come, though at the 
laſt hour 3 keep hold therefore, 


This, quoth he, is my caſe; 1 
tell you I cannot, God hath de- 
/prived me of hope, this brings 
[terror to my mind, and pines! 
this body which now is fo 


fying that they are the ſons of| | 


God 


number which God hath threat-|_ 


weak, as It cannot perform the 
ſeveral Offices thereof: for as] ! 
the Elec have the Spirit teſti-| 


[wicked with blindneſs in their| 
underſtandings, and hardneſs of | | 


| | [that was ina goodeſtate; apdI1 


— 


eſtate of Francis Spjra. 57] 


God, ſo the Reprobates, even} 
while they live, do often feel a |. 
|, [Worm in their Conſciences, 


whereby they are condemned 
already - and therefore as I per- 


ceived this wound inflicted on} | 
my mind and will, 1 knew that | | | 


I wanted the gifts of ſaving 
grace, and that I was utterly un- 
done, God chaſtneth his chil- 
dren with temporary afllictions, 
that they may come as Gold out 
[of the firez but puniſheth the 


heartz and wo be to ſuch from 
whom God takes his holy Spirit. 

Here one rebuked him, and 
cold him he gave too much cre- 


|Gait to ſenſe, that he was _oree | 


believe himſelf, but rather him 


teſlifie to you (ſaid he)that God 


* _ . 


| will be merciful] to you. 


a 


Nox! 1-1 


Nay, anſwered he, for becanſe 
[am in this ill eſtate, therefore 
can | believe nothing but what 7s 
|conrtrary to my ſalvation and 
comfort 5 but you that are ſo con- 
| fident of your good EFate, look 
| that it be true, forit is no ſnch 
ſmall matter to be aſſured of ſin- 
cerity5 a man had need be excee- 
ding ftrongly erounded in the 
truth, before he can be able to af- 


| It as n10t the performance of a few 
outward auties, but a mighty con- 
ant labour.with all intention o 
heart and affedion, with full 
deſire and endeavour continual- 
ly to ſet forth Gods glory; there 
muſt be neither fear of Legators, 
[2quiſutors,Priſons,nor any death 
' [whatſoever many think them 
ſelve: happy, that arenot; it i 


| Lord, that ſhall go to Reaven. 
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| fire ſuch a rratter as you now ao,| 


aof every one that ſaith Lord, 


a a — — — 
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lasif he had been drowzie and 


|*curſed day,faid $pira! Ohcur-| 
[ſed day! Oh thatI had never 


They came another day, and} 
found him with his eyes ſhut, 


very loath to diſcourſe; at 
which time there came inalſoa 
grave man from E@zttadella, who 
demanded of Spira, if he knew 
him or not. He lifting up his 
eye-lids, and not ſuddenly re- 
membring him , the man ſaid 
to him, 7 am Presbyter Antonie 
Fontamia , I was with you at 
Venice ſome 8 weeks ſincez ©O 


*oone thither! Would God I 
© had then died. 
Afterwards came 1n a Prieſt, 
called Bernardinus Sardonins , 
bringing with him a Book of} 
Exorciſms to conjure this De-| 
vil; whom when &pirs faw, 
ſhaking his head he ſaid - | 
Tam verily perfſwaded indeed,| | 
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*hat God hath left me to the 
power of the Devil : but ſuch 
*they are, as are not to þe| . 
© found in your Letany 3; nei- 
ther will they be cait out by 
ſpells. The Preiſt proceeding 
[in his intended purpoſe, with a 
[ſtrange uncouth geſture, and a 
| loud voice, adjured the ſpirit to 
come into Spzra's tongue,and to 
anſwer: Spira deriding his fruit- 
[leſs labour, with a ſigh, turned 
| from him ; a Biſhop being there 
preſent, ſaid to Spira, brother,| ' 
God + hath put vertue into the 
Word and Sacraments.; and we 
have uſed the one means, and 
find not that effect which we 
defire 3 ſhall wetry the efficacy 
| [ofthe Sacraments? furely if you 

take it,asa true Chriſtian ought 
'O receive the body and blood 
| of Chrift, it will prove a ſo- 


| | veraign medicine for your fick| | 
n ” C = F 


. [*to the promiſes, have no right 
j-to the ſeals The Euchariſt| 


-*fince, but 7 did not wellin ſo 
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This 7cannor do (anſwered | 
*h e) foxthey that haveno right 


"Was appointed only for beletv-| 
*erszif we have nct faith, we cat | 
*and drink judgement to our 
*{elvs;I receiv'd it about a month 


*doing3for1 took it by conſtraint, 

'and fo 7took it to my deeper| | 
condr:: nnt*iti2. 

Here Yergerius began to1m- 
portune him earneſtly ;to be- 
ware that he did not wilfully 
to reſiſt grace, and put himſelf 
out of Heaven, charging him 
vehemently, by all the love 
that was between them, by the 
love that he: bare to his chil- 
dren, yea to his own foul, 
that he would ſet himſelf ſeri- | 
ouſly. to return to that Faith 


TE) 


a 


' [and hope, which once he had|| 


.——— 
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| [inthe death of Chriſt; with ma- 


ny ſuch like words. Spira having 
heard much of the like matter|- 
formerly, and being ſomewhat 
moved,ſaid, You do but repeat, 
Fergerizs, What ſhould I hope? 


| [why ſhould I believe? God hath 


taken faith from me 3 ſhew me 
then whither I ſhall go, ſhew me 


| 12 Haven' whereto I ſhall retire. 
-[You tell me of Gods mercy, 


when as God hath caſt me off; 


[you tell me of Chriſts interceſſi-| 
on, have denied him ; you com- | © * 
mand me to believe, I ſay, I can- 
| not; you bring meno comfort, 


your command is as impoſlible 


[for me to obey as to keep Moral 
[Law : if you ſhould perſwade 


one to love God with all his 
 heart,ſfoul and ſtrength,and God| 
gives him not power, can he per- 
form your deſire ? Doth not the 


- {Church teach us to ſing , Di-| 
Ft |. 
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reF us, O Lord, tolove thy Com-| 
mandementse Hypocrites ſay that| 
they love God with all their heart, | 
but they lie; for my part | will| 
not lie, but tell you plainly, Such 
is my caſe, that though you ſhould 
never ſo much importune me to 
hope or believe, though I deſire it, 
yet | cannot, for God as a puniſh-. 
ment of my wickedneſs, hath ta- 
kew away from me all his ſaving 
graces, faith, hope, and all: 1 2m 
wot the man therefore that you 
take me for -. Belike you think | 
delight in this Eſtate; if | could 
conceive but the leaſt ſpark, o 
hope of a better Eſtate hereafter, 
Ll would not refuſe to endure th 
moſt heavy weight of the wrath of 
that great God, yea, for twent 
thouſand years, ſo that | might a 
tength attain to theend of 1hz 
miſery, which | now know will 
;erernal, But | tell you, my will 


_ 


Pa 
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|]is wound, who longs more to 
|} believe then I doe but all the 
|ground-work of hope 1s gone, 
[for if the Teſtimonies of holy 
[Scripture be true (as they are 
certainly true)Jis not this as true, 
|| wholoever denies. me before 
men, him {aith Chriſt,will 7 deny 
before my Father which 1s 10 
| heaver?ts not this juſtly mycaſe 
aS1t it had been intended againſt 
this very perſon of mine ? And 
Tpray you what ſhall become 
| of fuch as Chriſt. denieth, ſeeing 
|tbere is no other name under 
heaven whereby you lock to 
| be ſaved? What ſaith St. Paul 
[to the Hebrews ? 7t 1s 1mpoſl1- 
| ble for thoſe who were once en- 
| i1phtned,and have taſted of the 
heavenly gift, & were partakers 
of the holy Ghoſt, it they ta}] a- 
Way, to be renewed to repen- 
[tance; What can be more plain 


we tn ns —_ IS 


os, ha 
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againſt me ? is not that Scripture 
| [alfo; ifwefin wilfully after we 
| have received the knowledge of 
truth, there remalneth no more 
ſacrifice for fin, but a looking | 
for of judgement:the Scripture 
{peaks of me, St. Paul meets me, | 
Saint Peter tells me, it had been| 
better Ihad never known the 
way of righteouſneſs, then after 
I have known, to turn from | 
the holy Commandement,it had 
\beca better 7 had not known, 
- |andyetthen my condeinnation 
| had been moſt certain; do you' 
'not ſee evidently, that I have 
wiifully denied the known 
truthzI may juſtly expect not on- 
ly damnation, but worſe if 
worle may be imagined, God 
| Will have me undergoe the ju 
(puniſhment of my fin, and mike 
me an example of his wrath fo 
your lakes. | 
D of 
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!/ The Company preſent ad- 
| mired his diſcourſe, ſo grie- 
|| vouſly accuſing himſelf of his 
fore-paſt life, ſo gravely and 
| wiſely dilating concerning the 

Judgments of God, that they 
| then were convinced, that it 
Iwas not Frenzie or Maanels 
| that had poſleſſzd him, and be- 
[ing as it werein admiration of | 
[ his Eſtate, Spira proceeded a- 
[gain in this manner. *© Take 
| * heed to your ſelves, it is no | 
| 


: 


| *Jight or eaſte matter to be a. 
I<Chriſtian 3 it is not Baptiſm | 
I © or reading of the Scriptures, | 
[© or boaſting of faith in Chriſt, 
[© (though even theſe are good) | 
*rhat can prove one to be an' 
©abl{olute Chriſtian : you know 
* what I ſaid before, there 
* muſt be a conformity in lite. 
*A Chriſtian muſt be ſtrong, 
* unconquerable, not carrying 
20 
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an obſcure profefſſion-, but re- 
ſolute, expreſſing the image of] 
Chriſt, and holding out againſt] 
all oppoſition to the laſt breath, 
he mult give all diligence, by 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, to 
make his Calling and Electi- 
on ſure. Many there are that 
ſaatch at the Promiſes inthe 
Goſpel, as if they undoubted- 
ly did belong to them, and 
yet they remain ſluggiſh , and 
careleſs; and being flattered b 
the things of this preſent world; 
they paſs in their courſe 1 
quietnels and ſecurity, 2s it 
they were the onely happ 
men; whom neverthelel 
the Lord 1n' his providence 
bath ordained to eternal wrath 
as you may ſee in Saint Lnke 
Rich Man, Thus it was witt 
me, therefore take ye heed. 

| 
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| Fhen came one of his Ne- 
{| phews, and offered him ſome 
| [{uſtenance, which he diſdain- 
[| fully refuſing , ſo moved the. 
|; young mans chollar, that he 
[| charged him with hypocriſte 
{and diſtmulation, or frenzy ; 
to whom Spira gravely anſwer- 
{ 1ng;, faid, 
I You may interpret the mat- 
I| teras you Wilt: but 7am ſure / 


| 


j am not only the Actor, but the 

| Argument and matter of the | 
| Tragedie; / would it were, 
frenzy either fained or true, for 
Lif it were frenzy I could put it 


| al frenzy, yet there were ſome 


las now there 1s none. For [| 
| know God hath pronounced me an 
enemp.and guilty of high treaſon 
againſt bis Majejry; | am a cast- 
away, a veſſel of wrath : yet 


#8 


| off at pleaſure; if it werea re. | 


| hope Icft of Gods mercy, where | 
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dare you call it diſſembling and 
frenzy? and can you mock at the | 
ormidable example of the heavy 


wrath of God, that. ſhould teach| 


30u fear and terror:But it 3s na- 
tural to the fleſh,eitherout of ma- 
lice or ignorance, to ſpeak per- 
verſly of the works of God. The || 
natural man diſcerneth not 
the things that be of God,becanſe. 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 

How can this be (ſaid Grzel| 
bauldias) that you can thus ex- 
cellently diſcourſe of the judg-| 
ments of God, and of the gra-| 
ces of his holy Spirit, that you} 
find the want of them, and} 
earneſtly defire.them 5. and yet 
you thipk you are utterly de- 
prived of them. 

Take this for certain(laith he) 
want the mein grace of all, and 
that which 1s ab/oluiely neceſſary, 
and God doth many times exhortf 

m0 [(t) 
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| moſt true and ſtrange teſtimonies 
| lof his majeſty, juſtice and mercy, 
| [yea, out of the monthes of very 
| [reprobates © for even Judas, after 
he had betrazed his Maſter, was 
| ; conſtrained to confeſs his ſin, and 
to juſtifie the innocency of Chriſt; 
and therefore if T do the like, it 
# 20 new or ſtrange matter. God, 
hath taken Faith from mee left 
Ie other common giſts, for my 
deeper condemnation : By how 
much the more I remember what| © 
7 had, and hear others diſcourſe} < 
of what they have, by ſo much th.| | 
| more 3s my torment, in that ] 
know what 1want, and how there 
is no way to be relieved. | 
| Thus ſpake he. the tears al] 
the while trickling down : 
| profci{iing that his pangs were| 
ſuch, as that the Jamned| 
Wights in Hell endure not the| | 
like miſery 3 that his eſtate was 
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woarle than that of Cain or Fe- 
das, and therefore he deſired to 
[die. Tet behold (faith he) the 
Scriptures ate accom-liſhed in me, 
1hey ſhall deſire to die, and Death 
ſhall fly from them. And verily, 
he ſeemed exceedingly to fear, 
leſt his life ſhould be drawn 
out to a longer thred 3 and| 
finding no eaſe or reſt, ever and 
anon , cried out, O #17ſerable 
wretch, O miſerable wretch; then | 
turning to. the Company , 
he beſought them in this man-] 
ner. 
O Brethren! take a diligent 
heed to your life 5 make more ac- 
| count of the gifts of Gods Spirit 
than] have domes; learn to beware 
of my miſery;zthink not you are aſ= 
ſured Chriſtians, becauſe you un- 
derſtand ſomething of the Goſpel, 
take heed you grow not ſecure on 
that ground be conſtant and im- 


| 


410Vable; 
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moveable inthe maintenance of 
| [yoxr projeſſuon:l onſeſs even un- 
l| [#z[ death, if you be call. d thereto; 
|| | he that loveth Father, Mu ther, 
| | brothers, ſeſters, ſons, daughters, 
| | hizrdree.houſes,lands, more then 
| [Chriſft, is not worthy of him. 
Theſe words (faid they) do 


wicked reprobate. 
| Ido but here imitate (faith 
Spira) th? rich glutton in the 
| Goſpel,who though in hell, yet was 
[| careful that his brethren ſhould 
{oft come'to that place of torment: 
land 1 ſay to you brethrin, take 
1 heed of this miſerable eft ate 
wherein I am: 

Then turning himſelf to cer- 
tain young men that were pre- 
ſent, he delired them to con- 
celive him aright.*7 do not ſpeak 
[© this to derogate from. the cer- 
©tainty of ſaving faith, .and the 
®þ Promiſes 


F 


not ſound like the words of a| 


4 
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© promiſes of the Goſpel, tor 

© they are molt ſure ; but take 
* heed of relying on that 
* faith that works not a holy 
©and unblameable life, worthy 
cof a beletver ; credit me it will 
* fail, 7 have tried it, 7 preſumed 
© Thad gotten the right faith; I 
* preached it to others, 7 had ali] 
* places of Scripture in memory 
that might ſupport it,] thought |. 
* my ſelf ſure, and in the mean 
* time living impiouſly & care- 
* lefsly. behoid now the judge- 
* ment of Gud hath overtaken 
* me, not to correction, but to 
© condemnation : And now you 
© wuuld have me to belerve, but 
* 1© IH! not be, for 7 feel too late 
\*that good things belong only 
'©to ſuch as are good, whol: fins 
fare covered with Chrift's death] 
© and blood, as with a vail, and |} 


— 
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\* guarded with his righteous || 
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* merits from the flood of Gods 
*|© wrath, even as with a mighty| | 
* wall, leſt miſerable mortals| 
| |* ſhould be ſwallowed up with 
| |© greatneſs of their fin : but as 
| F for me. I have as it were, wil- 
* fully with my hands pulled 
*down this Rampire , bebind, 
*wWhich I might have reſted in 
* ſafety, and now are the ſwel- 
*ling Waters come even to my | 
*foul, and Iam caſt away. 
One of his familiar Friends| | 
| |chanced to ſay, That certainly, +» 
[| 1he was overcome with melan- 
| |choly; which being over-heard, 
| | Spzra anſwered. | 
| Tell, be it ſo, ſeeing you will 
needs haveit ſo; thus alſo is Gods 
wrath manifeſied againſt me, in 
[chit be bath taken from me the 
| ſe of mine Underſtanding and 
[| Reaſon, ſo a5 | can neither rightly 
eſteem and judge of my diſtemper,' * 
20r 


- 


{ 


| 


| weapon or other, violently to 
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nor hope of remedy. Tou ſee Bre- 
thren, what a dangerous thing it 
#s to ſtop or ſtay in things that 
concern Gods glory , eſpecially to 
diſſemble upon any terms: What 
4 fearful thing is it to be wear, & 
almoſt a Chriſtian? Never was the 
like example to this of mine, and 
therefore, if you be wiſe, you will 
ſeriouſly conſider thereof. 0 that 
God would let looſe his hand 
from me, that it were with me 
now 4s in times paft, I would 
ſcorn the threats of the moſt cruel 
Tyrants, bear torments with in- 
vincible reſolution, and glory in 


the outward profeſſron of Chri?, 


tzll I were choaked in the ſlame, 

and my body conſumed to aſhes, 
You ſay you are deſperate, 

O Spira! (ſaid they) why then 


do you not ſtrive with fome 


make an end of your lite, as 


I -{ne 


[76 4 relation of the fearful 


| delperate menuſe to doe? Le? 
| me have a Sword (ſaid S77ra) 
Il} Why what would you do with 
it (quoth they? ) 1 cannot tell 
I|| yo# i faid he) what this mind 
Il | would move me to, upon occaſion, 
ror what I would do. 

They perceiving ſmall effe&t 
ny all this their labour, but ra- 
|cherthat he orew worſe, for 
the avoiding. of concourſe of 
, people; for every day ſeldome 
{fewer then twenty continued 
{with him, and to ſtop the 
[courſe of ' fame which was 
| continually blown abroad of 
| him; they.conſult to carry him 
| back again-into his own Coun- 
try; and thoſe his friends 
that came to comfort lim, be- 
gan to take their icaves of him, 
PFergerius among(t the reſt, re- 
quired that at ther parting 
they might pray together with 
him 


"I ; 


a 
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him, Spire hardly conſented, 
and as unwillingly performed, 
for he ſaid, Hy heart 7s 
eſtranged from God, 1 cannot 
call him Father from my deart.; 
| a// good moticns are now quitg 
gone, ty heart is fuil of male- 


| diGion , hatred, and bliſphemy 


fagaini# God s I fied 1 grow 


[more and more hardned in heart, 
and caxnot ſtoop nor help my 
ſelf : your prayers jor me ſhall 
turn to your own benefit they, car 
do me no good. = 

Verger7us Came to take his] 
leaveof him, whom Spira em- 
bracing, ſaid, Although ] know 
i that nothing can bring any bene- 
fit to me a reprobate; but that 
| every thing ſhall tend to my deep- 
er ccndemmation : ji 1 give you 
0ſt hearty thank- for your kind 
office of love ani good will 5 
and the Lord return it unto 
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| 
| 
| 


all good. 

The next day being brought 
{down to his intended journy, 
[by the way looking round a- 
{ bout him with a ghaſtly look, 
| he ſaw a knife lying on a table, 
{to which he running haſtily, 
|| ſnatched hold of it, as intending 
[to miſchief himſelf 5 but his 
[friends laying hold of him, 
> . 

[ſtopped him in his purpoſe - 


| 
I 
! 


| heſaid, I woxldT were above God, 
| for I know he will have no mercy 
| 022 #2. 

| Thus went he homewards, 
| ofter ſaying, that he envied 
[the condition of Cazz and Ju- 
| das: He lay about eight weeks 
lin this caſe , in a continual 
| burning , neither deſiring , nor 
feceiving any thing but by 


you, with « plentiful increaſ e of 


f whereupon with indignation] 


force, and that without dige-| 
| L3..n 
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ſtion, ſo ſpent, that he ap- 
peared a perfect Anatomie, 
expreſiing to the view nothing 


| 
but ſinews. and bones : vehe- 


mently raging for drink, ever 


pining, yet fearful to live long 
dreadful of Hell, yet coveting 
death; in a continual torment, 


| yet his own Tormentor. And 


| 
' 


'thus conſuming himſelf with 
rief and horror, impatience 
and deſpair, like a living man 
in Hell, he repreſented an 
extraordinary example of the|- 
juſtice and power of God. 
And thus Cas far as appeareth) 
within a few dayes after his| 
arrival at his own home, he 
departed this preſent life. Yet 
an occaſion to make us remem- 
ber , That ſecret things belong 
unto the Lord our God , but 
charity to man, to teach him 
to hope all things . 
k 


